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| CONCLUDED. | 

It does not follow, as a consequence, 
thdt the religion thus corrupted is false 
and riot the truth of heaven; but the very 
reverse. What system was it that the 
apostle gudrded the saints of His arid all 
succeeding days against cortupting, as- 
suring them that ih the last days a cor- 
ruption would take place, was it riot the 
true system of ‘heaven? Surely it was. 
Was it not the system of heaver, where 
mien [monsters } were to avail themselves 
of their apostolic and prophetic influence, 
and be lifted up in the pride of their hearts, 
become proud, boasters, inventors of evil 
things, truce’ breakers, incontinent, and 
abusers of themselves witlr mankind? 
It was. Was it not those who had a 
place among the saints, who were so far 
to depart from the fear of God, and the 
principles of deceney, as to be sufficient-. 

daring to pat at-defiance the laws of 
man and the holy principles of the insti- 
tutions of heaven, as to enter into houses 
and lead astray silly women, laden’ with 
sins? Need I answer it was, Was it 
not the true religion of heaven, which all 


. sacred writers both of the Old’'and New 


Testament; cautioned the world and ail 


* the saints ageinet corrupting, atid corrupt- 


ing by certain ‘defined abominations mi- 
nutely detailed? All will answer it was. 
The conclusion then ig, that the true or- 
der of God, in the las®¥ays, was in dan- 
ger, imminén: danger of being brought in- 


to repréach and shame, by those who 


seek ‘to gratify their carnal desires, in de- 
fiance of all righteousness, and, with a 
bold effrontery, claiming the authority of 
the priesthdod, that ‘they might more ef- 
fectually accomplish their corrupt design, 


and thereby whole church of 
de 


God under condemnation before God; and: 
so far sink’ jn the estimation of all, as 
to render it. odious in the eyes of the 
world.* The true church of Christ, ac- 
cording to thé téstimony of both prophets 
and apostles, of olden time, was in this 


danger in the last days. As to soeieties 


_ which the ‘Saered Writers never consider- 
ver consider. 


he Origin, y never thought 
world a: yainst cgxrupting 


of guar 
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preserve the institutions and ordinances of 
of heaven from abuse: knowing, as they 
did, that an abuse there. would sooner or 
later prove fatal to the world. What then, 
Dear Brother, shall we. say? What can 
any man say? Why, thesociety where 
those abuses, as defined by the sacred 
writers, made their appearance, has sure- 
ly a high degree of testimony that it is 
the true church of Christ in the last days. 
The corruptions which the sacred writers, 
of former days, said would make their. ap- 
pearance in the church of Christ in the: 
last days, have made their appearance 
among us. os 
_ Had Paul lived in our days, andlooked 
at the church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints, he could not have. described 
it more minutely: the very corruptions 
have made their appearance, that he said 
would take place in the Church of Christ 
in the last days. 

"Had not these corruptions . appeared 
among us, we should have lacked one im- _ 
portant testimony that we were the true. 
church of Christ; but. the appearance of 
these corruptions has added a testimony 

to those who desire to know! the: truth, - 
that the kingdom of heaven is.with us in 
distinction to all others... 

It may well give, us boldness jin the 


‘faith, and great confidence. before. God, 


We may arise in the strength: of truth, 
and: purge these things out of our midst; 
knowing that the Lord will aid-us; seeing 
we are doing as commanded, to ‘‘sepe- 
rate ourselves from all such”. workers 


of iniquity. 


By this you and ‘the branch of the 
church under your charge, will see that. 
they have done well, and may take cour- 
age, nothing fearing, for the Lord will be, 
withsuchto blessthem. = 
It may be, that the saints may not ‘be 
apprised of the fact, that the srriptures 
ointed out the very things, which 
should take place in the last days, ‘in the 
true church of Christ; and that, a short 
time before Christ’s coming. Let us hear 


\ 


warding the world a’ sainst ¢ hew, we he Sayjor s ¢ 
ir object, and thei ¢ only object was to}| of the things which should take” pfzce, at 


the Savior while he yet tabernacled with 

Tn the. twenty-fourth chapter of Mat- 
thew, we have the Savjor’s own aéppunt 
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_g time approaching his second coming. 


We shall confine ourselves to a few of 
those things which are so plain, as to ad- 
mit no justifiable objection. After the 
Savior had said many things in the hear- 
ing of his disciples in reference to his se- 
cond coming, he gives a warning to the 
world predicated on the things that should 
take place preparatory to his second ad- 
vent into the world. He says this, com- 
mencing with 42d verse, ‘Watch there- 
fore; for ye know not what hour your 
Lord doth come. But this know, that if 
the good man of the house had known 
in what watch the thief would come, he 
would have watched, and would not have 
suffered his house to have been broken 
up. Therefore, be ye also ready, for in 
such an hour as ye think not the Son of 
man cometh, who then is a faithful ser- 
vant—whom his Lord hath made ruler 
ever his household, to give them meat 
jn due season? Blessed is that servant 
whom his Lord when he cometh shall 
find so doing. Verily I say unto you, 
that he shall make him ruler over all his 
sen But if that evil servant shall say 

his heart that the Lord delayeth his 
comings and shall begin to smite his fellow 
servants, dnd to eat and drink with the 
drunken; the lord of that servant shall 
spine in a day when he looketh not for 
fish) andin an hour that he is not aware 
of, aad shall cut him asunder, and ap- 


point hith a portion with hypocrites: there 


shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
Then shall of heaven be li- 
kened unto ten virgins which took their 
lamps and went forth to meet the bride- 

oom, and five of them were wise and 


Let, me, ask at what time was all this 
to take place, and among whom? Could 
there be two cases which more directly 
correspond? We think it would be hard 
to find them. Ifthe Lord had not his eye 
on the chyrch of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day. Saints, in the foregoing sayings, by 
some strange fortuitous course of events, 
that church got itself precisely in the 
same situation the kingdom of heaven is 


_ there described as being in; and the whole 


matter fulfilled directly on their heads. 
Let the world take the case as it may, 


I think they must acknowledge that they 


are strange set of mere chances. 
"Hise not the hearts of the honest and 


upright in Nauvoo had many a painful 
hour of reflection, and many a deep feel- 
ing of mortification, at the eating and 
drinking with the drunken, and the smi- 
ting of the fellow servants; if not with a 
rod, with what was much worse, a tongue 
of falshood foul and fiendish? I might 
assert, without fear of exaggeration, that 
it was so, without one exception, for no 
righteous being could dootherwise. _ 
Let me particularly call your attention 
to the fact, that the true church of Christ 
in the last days was to have a division in 
it, one unavoidable; it was so said by the 
Savior 1800 years ago, and it could not 
fail. Now sir, if none of these things 
which have taken place in Nauvoo had 
taken place, then, indeed, the world 
might, with more propriety, doubt our 
being the true church of Christ; but since 
the scriptures are fulfilling to the letter, 
on our heads: I think that by: proper re- 
flection and investigation, they will change 
theirminds. 
But in relation to the division, it may 
be proper to say a few things. It was 
said, atthe time when. the disobedient and 
cruel servant was cut off, that the king- 
dom .of heaven was like unto.ten virgins, 
five wise and five foolish, Now I ask, 
who were the wise virgins? Those who 
continued to follow in the steps of. the 


who on the contrary, lifted their. voice and 


which had caused the Lord to cut him 
off, and against the corruptions. which 
caused the Lord’s displeasure. I think 
very little reflection. will settle this. mat- 
ter to the full satisfaction of every honest 
inquirer. That which brought death to 
the servant could not bring life to the 
people. 


of any members of the kingdom of heaven, 
in going forth to meet the bridegroom, to 
expect to be welcomed to the marriage | 


identified with, and engaged in the same 
practice and practices, with him whom 
the Lord had cut off for sinning, and. sin- 
unto death in so doing. | 

‘To carry out the measures of that ser-. 
vant or prophet, would be to bring death | 
on Sg it, sooner or later. 
__ Now; whatever society in the lagt days. 
is the kingdom of 


so ky the Savior himself, must pass. 


servant who had been cut off, or.those . 


wielded their influence against the evils - 


Tt would be a vain attempt, on the part 


supper of the Lamb, while they. were. — 
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through the scene as described by him 
in the 24th and 25th chapters of Mat- 
thew. ‘This must be done or the scrip- 
tures fail. If then, indeed sir, we, the 
Latter Day Saints, are the true church 
of Jesus Christ or kingdom of heaven, 


advent; he admonishes all towatch: | 


tea @ 


". What was to take place when this dis-| 
obedient servant was to be cut off? W 
are told jn the 25th chapter, «Then sha 
the kingdom of heaven be likened unto 


ten virgins, which took their lamps and 


went forth to meet the brid m, and 
five of them were wise, and five of them 


.were foolish,’’ &c. 


Mark this, that at the time when this 
cutting off of the servant took place, two 
things immediately took place, or was to 
take place. The going forth to meet the 
bridegroom, and a division in the king» 
dom of heaven, or true church of Christ. 
No doubt can remain, but that the ser- 
vant here spoken of, had been sent.of the 
Lord—was, actually, the Lord’s servant, 
but a disobedient one. And what follows 
in the 25th chapter, shows that this cut- 
ting off was to have an immediate effect 
on the church. Immediately after this 
mournful event—for surely it must be so 
to every thinking man——preparations 
were made for going forth to meet the 
bridegroom: it was then found that there 
were many without oil in their lamps: 
the consequence was, that a division took 
or was to take place at that time. | 


| us ask, a division in what? The answer 


is given, in the kingdom of heaven, or 
- Dear Brother, I ask you, and through 


|| this letter to you, all the saints, acquaint- 


ed with facts as they exist, to lay this 
case alongside the affairs of Nauvoo; and 
then reflect and consider. 
~ But as the scriptures abound with evi- 
dence on this iabioes I will invite your 
attention to some of the sayings of the 
prophet Isaiah, which only confirms what 
we have before written. In the 3d cha 
ter of his prophecy, commencing at the 
16th verse we havea description of Zion. 
‘‘Moreover, the Lord saith, because the 
daughters of Zion are haughty, and walk 
with stretched-forth necks, and wanton 
eyes, walking and mincing as they go, 
and makin tinkling with their Po 
therefore, the Lord will smite with: a 
scab the crown of the head of the daugh- 
ters of Zion, and the Lord will discover 
their secret parts. In that day the Lord 
will take away the bravery of their tinkling 
ornament about their feet, and their cats; 
and their round tires like the moon.’ ‘Fhe 
chains, and the bracelets, andthemtfilefs; - 
the bonnets, and the ornaments of the lege; 
and the head-bands, and the tablets, and: 
the ear-rings, the rings, and nose-jewels, 
the changeable suits of apparél, and the 
mantles, and the wimples, and the‘crisp- 
ing-pins, the glasses, and’ ‘the ‘fine linen, 
and the hoods, and the veils. And it shall 
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t then it needs only look and reflect, and 
at all may sedeiemad that have eyes to see, 
or ears to hear. Concerning his second | 
“And what I say unto you, I say 
unto all, watch.”’ Mark, 13, 27. The 
reason tor this was, that he would come 
unexpectedly, as a thief in the night. 
Now, when was the Savior coming? In 
the last days surely. Who then was ad- 
watch? He says, all; but 
of necessity, the people of the last days 
in particular, in whose day he was to 
come; and the reason assigned for this ad- 
monition was, that the servant who did 
so should be blesséd at his coming: he 
should be ruler of his master’s goods. | 
But the Savior, foreseeing that this would 
not be. the case, says, beginning at the 
48th verse, “but if that servant shall say 
in his heart, my lord delayeth his coming, 
and shall begin ‘to smite his fellow. ser- 
vants, and begin ‘to eat and drink with the 
drunken, the lord of that sefvant shall 
come in a day when he looketh not for | 
him, and in an hour that he is not aware 
This servant, soronting to the Savior, 7 
was to be one who should make his =p. 
pearance in the last days, and was one of | 
the all whom he had warned to take care | 
lest an awful fate swaited him; and if he 
did hot receive the admonition, he should 
be cut off. He was warned minutely, 
not to eat and drink with the drunken, 
or smite his fellow servants; for if he did | 
heshould be cut off. To whom then, in 
the last days, can this apply ? whoever it 
is, Or was, it was one the Lord acknowl- 
edged.to be. his servant, and he cut him) 
off? because he refused to obey him. 
Persons,. acquainted with the affairs at 
Nauvoo, will need no comment on the 
above words of the Savior. | Soe 
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come tg pass, that instead of sweet smell, 
there ghall be stink; and instead of a gir- 
dle, 2 rent; and instead of well set hair, 
baldness; and instead of a stomacher a 
girding of sackcloth; and burning jnstead 
of beauty. Thy.men shall fall by the 
sword, and thy mighty in the war. And 
her gates shall lament and mourn; and 
she, being desolate, shall sit upon the 
und. And in that day seven women 
shall take hold of one man, saying, we 
will eat our own bread, and wear our 
own apparel; only let us be called by thy 
name, to take away our reproach.” 
. A few remarks on the foregoing quo- 
tation, will place the subject, in a point 
of meet clear, that “he that runs may 
_; What the prophet here said, he said |} 
about the daughters of Zion: ‘‘Moreover,”’ 
the. Lord. said, ‘because the daughters of 
Zion are haughty,’ d&e. All then that he 
says afterwards, hesays about the daugh- 
ters of Zion, and none others. He says, 
“they walk with stretched-forth necks and 
wanton eyes, walking and. mincing as 
they go,’’. The representation given of 
them, is that of pride, haughtiness, and 
shameful wantonness. In the ‘preceding 
part of the 3d chapter he gives us a clue 
to, the way they got means to enable them 
te gratify their corrupt.desires. Jn the 
14th yerse we have the following remark- 
able. sayings: “The. Lord will enter.into 
judgment with the ancients, [ or elders} of 
his people, and the princes thereof; for 
ye have eaten up the vineyard; the spoil 
of:the poor is in your houses. What, 
mean y¢, that you beat my people, and 
grind the faces of the poor? saith the Lord 
of hosts.”’ 


This is an order of things, which I think 
has never existed but once, since the 
spread of Christianity in the world That 
a collection of females could be got to- 
gether, capable of such 
conduct must be a matter of astonish- 
ment to all; but the propnet said such a 
thing would take place, and that too, 
in the Zion of God; and God would en- 
ter into judgment with them for it. _ 
Let me here remark, that wherever 
this thing did — that society was 
one the prophet called Zion,.or the peo- 


ple of God. No people on earth could — 


go so far into corruption as apostate saints. 
Paul said of the Corinthian church in his 
day, that they had abominations amon 
them which were not so much as name 


among the gentiles, that a man should 


have his father’s wife. 
Comment on ‘the foregoing would be 
unnecessary, if all the saints were ac- 
quainted with facts as we are. Let al 
those. who are acquainted with Nauvoo, 
for two years past, just read and 
Let me ask, did not their eyes sce the 
streets paraded by females, haughty and 
insolent, riding, parading and gallanting, 
not even to military trainings excepted, 
until one of the principal ‘officers of the 
military gave them an open rebuke. Has 
it not been, and is itnot now considered 
a reproach, by many, not.to be united’ to 
some Man as a wile, though he. should 
have a half a dozen at a time?” If it is 
nat so, then they do not believe the doc- 
trine they teach themselves, 
_ When ‘these things are closely exam- 
ined there hear a resemblance be: 
tween the description given of the dau 
ters of Zion by Tela and what om 


The prophet here charges the ancients || ken place in the church of Jesus Christ 


or elders of the people, with spoiling the 


of Latter Day Saints, that the conclusion 
poor, eating up the vineyard, and having || is forced onthe mind, that he, the proph- 


the spoil of the poor in their \houses.||et, had his eye on that church, and dctu- 
The.awful-use made of this spoil of the |} ally called that church Zion. But what 
poor, is but too clearly set forth. It.was/||gives this still greater force, is, ‘that if 
wasted. en their lust. In consequence || the things spoken by Isaiah do not trans- 


“thereof, the daughters of Zion were to|| pire in the church of Latter Day Saints, 


walk with stretched-forth necks, and then it is not the Zion of the last days: 


wanton eyes; they were to have the spoil | 
of.the pogr in their houses, and riot on | 


and their preaching vain, and their faith 
vain; for these things will take place in 


the labor of ethers; and to finish their | the Zion of God, in the last days. - But 
corruption apd akomination, seven of|| now for the other side of this picture, for 


a» 


them were:to. lay held-of one man, and | Isaiah does not stdép here. 


say,.we will eat our own*food, and wear | 


_In the 4th chapter, 2d versé to the 


ourown apparel; only let us be called by | close of the chapter, we have the follow- 


thy name to take away our reproach, 
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» “In that day shalt the branch of the 
Lord be beautiful and glorious, and the 
fruit of the earth shall be excellent and 
comely for them that are escaped of Is- 
rael. And it shall come to pass that he 
that is left in Zion; and he that remain- 
eth in Jerusalem shall be called holy, 
even every one that is written among 
the living in Jerusalem: When the Lord 
shall have washed away the filth of the 
daughters of Zion, and shall have purged 
the blood of Jerusalem from the midst 
thereof, by the spirit of judgment, and 
the spirit of burning. And: the Lord. will 
create upon every dwelling-place of Mount 
Zion, and upon her penatenlien. a cloud 
_ and smoke b day, and the shining of a 
flaming fire 4 ‘night: for upon all the glo- 
ry shall be a defence. And there shall be 
a tabernacle for a shadow in the day-time 
from the: heat and for a place of refuge, 
and for a covert from storm and from 
rse, the prophet say 
“In that day shall the branch of the Lord 
be beautiful.and glorjoys, atid the fruit of 
the earth excellent and comely for them 
that are, eseaped of Israel.” 

,We ask, in ‘what day?’ Not the day 
when the daughters of Zidn were rioting 
on the spoils of the poor, walking with 
stretched-forth necks, and watiton eyes, 
mincing as they went; when sever of 
them were laying hold ox'one man to take 
away their reproach: that ‘was a day of 


transgression, when the women :ruled{ 
jearth:. ‘They had:seen prophets lead the 


over the people of Zion; when the poor 
were spoiled, the people beaten, andl their 
faces ground. No beduty-nor comeliness 
in that? day; but there is a day, notwith- 
standing all this.eorruption, whey the 
whole Zion of the which had been 
rioting in abominations, and the spoils of 
the poor, shall. be beautifal and glorious? 
No, gentle reader, no, butthe Branch of 
the Lard—that which is escaped of ‘the 
Israel of God—those that fled from these 
corruptions, and left them who were 
practising them, this branch. shall be- 


ceme beautiful and glorious. .When will 


it become beautiful and glorious?) When 
the Lord. shall -have washed away the 


filth. of the -daughters of Zion See verse’ 
4th. What filth will the Lord wash away’? | 
Their. prudery,-seven of them clinging to. 


one man, their pride, and their wanton. 
ness,. their rioting.on: the spoils of the 
poor: ‘When the ‘Lord # doing this: with 


of burning 
has escaped, will be becoming beautifel 
and glorious. | | 
Here we might indulge ourselves in 
inquiring into the situation of this branch 
of the Lord that is to become glorious. 
Mark, they were those who had escaped 
—whe had fled from the corruptions ef 
the polluted daughters of Zion. This 
the branch that is to become gloridus. 
The very fact of their having escaped, 
supposes that at one time they were in 


‘the midst of those who had corrupted 


their way before the Lord; and under 
such circumstances, must have much ex- 
perience, having been acquainted, :not 
only with the things which were accor- 
ding to the will of God, but also the cor- 
ruptions and abominations, which caused 
the Lord to enter into judgment with 
those: who had .corrupted their way be- 
fore him. ‘They had an opportunity of 
knowing what was, and what was not dis- 
pleasing to the Lerd. They had seen the 
Zion of God before it was corrupted, the 
peace, the joy, the union which prevailed, 


j}the good will which reigried; and they 


had seen it after it was corrupted; and 


|eould see and feel the change, the great 
| change, which took place after the cor- 


ruptions complained of by the prophet 
had crept in, aad mer aad women began 
to riot on the spoils,of the poor, and have 
stretched-forth necks, and wanton eyes. 
In all. these matters, they: were the best 
and the.only. competent judges on 


people astray, sad enter, into houses and 
seduce silly women, laden with sins., 
_. Men may read of these things, and say 
in their hearts, they are evil, but a man 
who has seen them with his eyes, and 
heard them with his ears, knows some- 
thing about them, that no other ‘could 
know. He is better prepared to guard 
himself and others against these, and all 
other abominations, than those who have 
hever had. the same experience could be. 

The people who have been made to 
feel the olen of these corruptions, are 
prepared to withstand prophet or apostle, 
who may make such an attempt again. 
The spirit of those who.are.thus corrupt. 
ed, he is able to detect, at first sight, 
having once seen it manifested, he always 
knows. it, afterwards. . Thus, qualified, 
and: thus: prepared, the .branch of the 
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| spirit of judgment, and by the spirit 
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| 


_eseaped from the corruptions of those 


iah, weré'to'take place’ in the last days, 


for a ishadow in’ the day-time 


6 THE 
Lord which had escaped was every way 
qualified to become beautiful and glorious; 
and, if we can credit Isaiah, none others 
were, for it was the branch which had 
escaped the corruptions he had there de- 
scribed, that should become beautiful and 
glorious, and after that branch had be- 
come beautiful and glorious, the fruit of 
the earth was to become ‘excellent and 
comely for them. 

Let the saints and ail others reflect on 
this. The whole glory of the world, if 
we are authorized to credit Isaiah, which 
is to'come to pass in the last days, is to 
begin with a branch of the Lord, which is 


with whom, at one time, they were con- 
nected, a people who had so far departed 
from all the principles of truth and decen- 
cy; as for seven of their women to take, 
hold on:one man and be-called by his 
name; a people that could ‘rict: on the 
spoils of the poor, and grind their ‘faces; 
end all this' under the garb of religion. 
if you can find any such a braneh as that, 
know that:it shall be glorious, for the. 
Lord,'by the mouth of Isaiah, hath: spo- 
ken it. ; And: all those who -wish to be 
sharers in the glory,:let»them be: parta- 
kers with:this: branch, and they cannot 
fail, or the seriptures fail... 

“That the things here spoken of by Isa- 


is matifest’ from’ what he says: in the’ 
fast part of thie 4th chapter. It is there 
said, ‘after tie Lord has purged away’ the 
filth of the daughters of Zion; he wilt create. 
every: dwelling-place of Mount Zion 
and “tipon' het’) assenrblies,. a cloud:;and 
smoke by day; and the shining of a flam- 
ing fire hy: night; for’ upon® all the 
‘hall be a defence: Anti. there:shall be a 


from the héat; and for a place of' refuge, 
and fram covert-from ‘storm and from. 

Alwho ‘are at all: acquainted with mat- 
ters ayid things as they now’exist, orhave 
existed, ‘sinte the days of Isaiah,’ know 


that tio'suth ‘thitigs as ‘the above have ekxist- 
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is through this branch that all the glory is 
Then indeed, in the true Zion of God, 
in the last days, there were to be systems 
of corruption, wanton women, and disso- 
lute men, that were to corrupt themsel:es 
and cause the judgments of God to'be re- 
vealéd against them, and to causea sep- 
aration, and a branch to go forth from them, 
which in the end is to become beautiful 
and glorious. ‘Ihis:the prophet says was 
to take place in the Zion of God; and it is 
only in thelast days it can take place. 
Now, if the-church:of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints, is the Zion of God, then 
fellow saint and’, sinner, the Whole story of 
the spiritual wife system wld; and 
it is the true church of Christ, let the cor- 
ruptions of that body speak for themselves. 
He that hath eyes may see, and he that hath 
eats may hear, and he that has a heart ma 
understand, ’for the véry corruptions whict 
Isaiah said should take place among the 


chirch, ‘not orily' the corruption, but 

séparation also, and all’ the rest will doubt- 
let-me call. the attention of all the 
saints. to the facts already, disclosed. We 
have seen: by, the writings of .Paul that in 
the last days,in the chureb of Christ, an 
apostacy was to, take place, that men were 
| 80 far to depart from the true faith, and to 


as.to.go intp housea and Jead agiray s 

women, laden. with sins, and that too, un- 
der the sanctity of religion. This thing has 
actually taken. place in the church of Lat- 


‘Isaiah’ says that in’ the'Zion of the 
men would’'beeome eppressots, and tive 
| on the spoils of the poor, and the women 
would become ‘wanton, and seven.of them 
would ‘take hold on one man, to be-ealled 
by his name, the same as ta become his 
wife. ‘This also has taken place in Nauvoo. 
‘Phe Savior said that before his second ad- 
vent' he'should. have an evil servant, whom 
he ‘had appointed to’ give meet'to his house 


‘true, ‘they’ are ‘exist after'the Lord ‘has 
‘purged away ‘the “filthof ‘the daughters’ of 


ed since his*day, but if ‘his ‘testimony: is ' 
m4 , Would go to eating and drinking with the 


ion; ‘and purged away ‘the blood of Jeru- | 


salem,’ by the spirit ‘of’ barning and .the 
‘spirit‘of Judgment. ‘And'this pueging, and 
‘this butiing,' is lake place until after 


in due season, who,:‘instead of so doing, 


dronken; and to sniitiag his-fellow servants, 
and. that ‘he wonid cut off that servant, in 
jan whem he did not look: for #4... This 
also has actually taken place, not only the 

drunken 


‘the ‘the’ ¥.ord escaped; for it 


smiting the: fallow cats 


daughters’ of Zion, Have 


be so completely led by seducing 
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field; but while men slept, his enemy came 
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ting uff alsy, and that at an unexpected 
ne for that sefvant did say; not long be- 
fore his death, that. he would live five years 
from the time he. delivered the praphkecy, 


hut behold in an hour unexpected, he was. 


cutofl. ‘Fhe Lord said that. at the time, 


or in the days. preparatory to his coming, 
that the mighty. men of Zion should fall in: 
|| dles to be burned; but the wheat wag to be 


the war. ‘Thishas also taken place. 


Let the reader ponder these things in his. 
heart, for one thing is certain, and that is,; 
that what the prophets,. apostles, and. the: 


Savior himeel! said, sbould take place. in. 

the last days in she Zion of God, has taken 

pe in the ehurch of Latter Day: Saints, 
be they, or be they notthe church of Christ; 

and 40 finish the whole, it was said that 

among the things. iM 

was that,of a division in the church. This 


is now taking plaee before the’ eyes of all. 


living, and a branch that separated was to 
became beautiful: and ‘Time will 
determine this. | 

‘It may here not be. amiss while on the 
subject of the division, to attend to some of 
the Saviar’s words, in addition to those al-. 
ready. noticed. In the 13th chapter of 
Matthew, beginning with the 25th verse, 
to the 3&:h, inclusive, -we read'as follows: 

“Another parable put he forth unto them, 
saying, the kingdom of heaven is. likened 
unto. a. man which sawed, good seed in his 


and sowed tares among the wheatand went 
his way. But when the blade was sprung 
up, and brought: forth fruit, then appeared 
the. tares also, So.the servants of the 
householder came and said.unto him, Sir, ||’ 
didgt not thou sow good seed in thy field ? 
from whence hath it tares?. .He said unto 
them, an enemy hath done this. . The ser- 
vants said unto him, wilt thou that.we go, 
and gather them up? - But he aaid, nays. 
lest, while ye gather wp the tares; ye root 
up also ‘the wheat with them, Let: Both 
grow: together until the harvest: and in. 
the time of harvest J will say.unjothe reap-, 
ers, gather. ye together | first the tares, and 
ind them in bundles to burn them: but; 
gather. the wheat into my. barn.’”’ 
“Another parable put-he.forth unto them. 
aying, the kingdom of heaven is like. to.a 
ain of nustard-seed, which .a took 
nd sowed. sin his, fields: which indeed 
of all seeds; grown 
is the greaies: among herbs, and becgin- 
tree,so that the birde of the, air. come 
in the. branches: 


hich were to take plaee,. 


The kingdom of ene according to the 
first, was likened to aman that sowed good. 
seed in his field, but while he slept an en- 
emy came and sowed tares in the field, 

both of whieh, the owner of the field said, 
should grow together tll the harvest, aad. 
at the time of harvest, the reapers were to 
gather the tares, and bind them into bun- 


gathered into the barn. ‘This parable the 
Savior explains to his disciples, see the 
37th verse, an:l onward. He that sowed 
the good seed, was the Son of. mau; the 
field, the world; the good sced,, the’ chil- 
dren-of the kingdom; the tares, the children 
of the wicked one; the enemy that. sowed 
them, the devil; the harvest, the end of: the 
world; and the reapere, the: angels or mes- 
sengers. 

This parable, as explained by the Savior, 
shews the fact, that the last-kingdom. or 
church that Christ was to set up in the 


||'world, and if so, it must be the kingdom 


spoken of by Daniel, was to be-corrupted, 
and in consequence the Lord’s messengers 
‘were to make a separation init. There 
were tares, and there was wheatin it which 


| had to-be separated.from the other. After 


‘this separation the kingdom of heaven was: 
to be like a grain of mustard seed, which 
aman. ‘took and planted in garden, 
which is, indeed, the leaat.of all seeds, but. 
fwhen it is, grown is the greatest of herbs 
so that. the fowls of heaven-come and lodge 
in the branches thereof; ‘Fhis.was to take 
place alter the tares were 
the division. had taken place. 
He spake another paraple.. The. pings 

dom of heaven is like leayen which:a - 
man took and hid.ia three measures . of 
meal, unfil the whole was leavened, ‘This: 
also. was to be after the tards-were depera<: 
ted. If any should doubt ‘this, let me-ask:. 
could a society, that .was-.Jike tapes: and 
wheat, produce this effect, leaven the whole 
lump. change. the: riatore. of the whole: 
world and bring it into subjection ‘to: the 
will of God, .when in: itself there was cor-. 
ruption, and, material only fit, to be-burned? 
All will answer it could, no society:or : 
order of things could change. the nature-of 


the world as leayen, changes meal, and 
cleanse jt so aa to render it fit. for the so- 
ciety of -heaven, while it had :a masa of cor- 
ruption in: itself, such asthe: 
heaven was 10 have, when itshad tares as: 
well.as' wheat jn. it.. .The separation must. 
take place--the taxes prepared for the burn- 


ing, and then: the kingdom might tower as 


| 
| 
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the mustard stalk, wntil the fowls of heav- 
en might lodge in the branches thereof, and 
then, and not till then, could it leaven the 
whole lump. 

What more need we say then, to let all 
the saints see the precise situation of the 
church at present, and what awaits the 
whole church in futurity. The branch 
which has escaped after the separation is 
complete, become beautiful and glorious, 
and the tares be prepared for the burning. 
_. The corruptions which have spread and 

are spreading in that apostate and corrup 

branch of the church at Nauvoo, is one of 
the strong evidences which go to prove 
the church of latter day saints to be the true 
church of Christ: for in it are fulfilling the 
words of the pruphets, of the apostles, and 
of the Savior of the world. All are fulfil- || 
ling to the letter. 

The church has now reached an _ inter- 
esting and,important point in prophecy 
the period where the holy writers begin to 
date its prosperity. Ithad, according to 
all the sacred writers, to pass a severe 
scene of trial and afflietion, before its pros- 
perity could‘come. Corruptions must in- 
fect the head itself, before it could’be pie- 
pared to go forth and meet the bridegroom. 
And the Lord had to show his disapproba- 
tion of the corruptions introduced, by cyt- 
ting off his evil servant. After that it had 
to pass the severe trial of separating: the 
wheat and tares—whith is now especially 
going on—before it could tower and spread 
so thatthe fowls of heaven could come and 
lodge in the branches thereof; and like 
_ Jeaven, leaven.the whole lump. After all 

this work of trial, affliction and purification. 
then comes the time when the separated 
branch, which has been enabled to pass 
the ordeal, and neither faint by the way 
nor get corrupted, to become beautiful and 
glorious, through thetriumph of which, 
the fruitof the earth was to become excel- 
lent and comely. Well then may the saints 
lift up their heads and rejoice, seeing the 
prophecies of both the old and new Tes-. 
tament are fuly!ling before their-faces, and 
_they, the honored among men, whom the 

Lord has chosen, that the words of the 
prophets might not fail, and the testimony 
of Jesus be fulfilled in the eyes of all living, 
that all might be left without excuse at his 
coming. Well may they gird up their loins 
and prepare for the coming of the bride- 
groom; for behold he cometh according to 
his.word. The way is' preparing, and the 
day approaching. 


troduced : into it neust defile it. 


things Jong since’! 


spoken of by’ all the holy mem of old ave 
new passing before our eyes; the mustard 
seed is pranting—the leaven is about being 
put into the meal—the branch is separating, 
and all things are now making ready. 

All opinions about the Savior’s coming 
are vain, unless they are founded on the 


fulfilment of the ancient prophecies. Every 


thing there said, preparatory to his coming 
must be fulfilled, bzfore he comes. It: is 
equally so with ‘regard’to the church: of 
Christ in the last days, all things spoken — 
of itby the prophets must be fulfilled. The 
corruptions which they: said’-should be in- 
‘When 
Christ said that in the days preparatory’ to 
his coming, ne would have an evil servant 
—for-so he called him—and that he would 


cut him off at an unexpected hour, this 
must take place, or the words of the ‘Sa- 

So certain then, as ever Christ was to i 
raise up a maa in the last days’ te lay the 
foundation of a great work, just su: certain ¥ 
it was, that that’ servant would be cut off; it 
for he- that said one, said:thé other. As le 
sure then as ever there was to be any true 
chnrth in the last days, so sure it was that th 
it would'be corrupted, ‘for the same spirit 
of prophecy indicted one that did: the other; . 
‘and go certain as the chureh of ‘Christ in 7 
the last'days was corrupted—and that was ( 
as sure as # existed—so sure itwas, that 
part of that-corruption was the leatling of in: 
silly women astray; and so sare as the trne Sai 
church of Christ: was to' exist in the last 9 lute 
days, so sure,’by reason of the corruptions § ma 
in it, it was to divide, and sure as it divided sav 
the’ branch that separated was to become § afre 
beantiful and glorious. 

‘Why then,:if we claim to be the church nev 
of Christin the lastdays, should the things § 7 
which have ‘transpired be ‘matters of ‘sur- 
prise or fear. The various systems in the 7... 
world which lay claim to be the latter day § ,.,, 
work of God, to prepare the way of the Bf .., 
Son of man, are all founded on principles § ,, ,. 
at war with the prophecies, and in op-§ ,, | 
position to them; the ‘work of ‘God 
the last days was to be-a work through | 
which all the prophecies, which: had pre- 4! 
ceded the time of its commencement inf "4 
the world, that had not been fulfilled should the 
be fulfilled. then have! this’ claim Mora 
be the true chutch of ‘Christ, that’ theff ou 
prophecies are now fulfilling*in’ our midst, lly 
that the things ‘the Savior; “prophets 
and apostles, ‘said ‘should take plave'tn me or tu 


last‘days, are taking place with. sid no 
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that we are indeod the yy 


AND ADYOOATE. _ 


- evidence then, 
of Christ in 
truth? If this is not giving to the world 


the testimony that we are thertrgs church, 


I know not wiiat could do it..* 

The saints then have but one thing to do 
‘in relation to these abusers of themselves 
with mankind, that is, turn away from them 
and be separate, and touch not this unclean 
thing, but ‘let those be clean who bear the 
vessels ofthe Lord. Separate, ye saints of 
the most high, from this sink of corruption, 
that the branch of the Lord may be glori- 
ous; for it is the ee. branch that 
shall become beautiful and glorious, and 
through whom the Lord will bring peace 
to the earth, and though the separated 
branch sliould. at first, bs among the so- 
cieties of the world as a grain of mustard 


among seeds, yet, it shall grow and tower 


until the fowls of heaven come and lodge 
in the branches thereof; or though it 
should be in comparison as the leaven 
which is put into the meal, with the meal 
itself, yet, it will not cease until’ it has 
leavened the whole lump. © 

Thus hath the Lord spoken, “and he 
bath ears to hear, lethimhear. 

SIDNEY RIGDON. 


To the Members of the 
of Latter Day Saints. 


Breturen Betovep:—The time has come, 
inthe dispensations of the Most High to the 
Saints of the last days, when it becomes abso- 
lutely necessary for every man, for every wo- 
man, for every individual who essays to be 
saved in the kingdom of God, to set their feet 
afresh upon the rock, of which the Saviour has 
emphatically declared, “the gates of hell shall 
never prevail against it,” ike 


The time bas fally come, iri the histahy.. of 


the Church of the living God, established- for || 


the iast time, when it is made a sacred and par- 
amount duty, for every individual who would 
maintain the integrity of the Covenant which 
he has entered into with God, to lift up the voice 
as with the: sound of a er cry aloud 
and spare not. 


A heaven-daring apostacy—an utter and en- 
tire departure from, the principles of eternal life, 


as they are revealed to usin the Bible, Book of 


Morman, and Book of Covenants, has occurred 
in our midst; and it remains with us individu- 
ally to determine, whether. we. shall take. part 
with God and righteonsness, truth and virtue, 
or turn: again to the weak and. beggarly ele- 
mentevf sin, end cia forfeit all claim, right, 


title, interest or promise, to the glorious rest of 
God, and the ultimate beatitude of the celes- 
tial kingdom. Nothing less than this is the issue 
which now presents itself for our deliberate and 
solemn determination. | 

In discussing a subject of such transcendant 
import, it behoves us to use great plainneéss of 
speech, and to distinctly keep in view the so- 
lemnities of the eternal judgment. 

It will not be disputed, that the ‘church of 
Christ is eminently a system of order, and hap- 
pily we all recognise the precise means by 
which we shall.determine in what that organiza- 
tion consists—an appeal to the doctrine and 
Coverants of the Church, as made known by 
reyelation of which the Lord has declared in his 
preface to the Book of Commandments. “Be- 
hold I am God and have spoken it, these com- 
mandments are of me, and were given unto my 
servants in their weakness, after the manner of 
their language, that they might come to under- 
standing, and inasmuch as: they erred, it might 
be made known, and inasmuch as they sought 
wisdom, they might be instructed, and inasmuch 


j\as they sinned, they might be chastened; that 


y might repent; and inasmuch as they were 
ee a they might be made strong, and bless- 
ed from on high, and receive knowledge from 
time to time.” Sect. 1. 

We are perfectly safe then in concluding that 
a departure to the right or left, from the things 
written in that Book, is an apostacy from the | 
truth of God, a departare from the order of 
Heaven, for we are expressly told to search 
these commandments, for they are true and faith- 
ful, and the prophecies and promises which are | 
in them shall all be fulfilled. | 


To this end therefore were they given “that 
man should not counsel his fellow man, neither - 
trust in the arm of flesh, but that every man 
might speak in the name of God, the Lord, even 
the Savior of the world.” 


To the law and the testimony then, if inns 
speak not according to that. it is because there is 
no trath in them. 


The first point which demands our serious 
consideration, is the channel of communication 
between God and the Church; if the Lord God 
has ordained by immutable counsel and decree, 
a certain fixed order, through which he speaks 
to the Charch, it must be all important that we 
make no sides here, or of necessity that we - 
cut offall communication with the heavens, and 
cease to be in connexion therewith as the body 
of Christ. What says the law? “And again 


‘the duty of the president of the office-of the. 


high priesthood is to preside tHe whole 
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charch, and to be like unto Moses. Behold 
here is wisdom; yea to be a seer, a revelator,'a 
translator and 8 prophet, having all the gifts of 
God, which he bestows upon the head of the 
Church.” Here, then, the matter is put clearly, 
definitely, and forever at rest. The president 
of the high priesthood, that is the presiding pre- 
-sident of the three first presidents of the Church, 
js the legal organ of communication to the 
Church, and no otlier. Que. If the Church 
should cut ‘off the head, and place the hand or 
foot at the head, would God ever speak to them 
throogh those members? Most assuredly not. 
He would laugh them to scorn, and damn them 
for their pains. Whose prerogative then ‘is it 
to place this head to the Church?. God’s slong. 
The presiding triune must. be polatedc out ote the 
voice of the Almighty. be 
‘We are prepared then to enter upon thee ex- 
ainination of those thrilling events, which have 
absorbed our attention for some time, and by a 
rigid adherence to the word of him who cannot 
lie, w@gshall be able to arrive at a correct-un- 
derstanding of the whole matter. Who then is 
that individual: who sustains the important refe- 
tion.of revelator to the Church, for he alone is 
competant to a reorganization of the presidency, 
for without that organization we have not the or- 
der of God, and ew never can — 
gloriously. 
‘is stripped of all ambiguity, and is made clear 
asa sunbeam to the in the revelations 


Jesus Christ. 


-Sidney Rigdon is the only: mas, who has been 
pointed ont again:and again, by the voice of Is- 
rael’s God, as sustaining that relation—hear him: 
Sect, 84, part 5. “And. now verily I. say unto 
you, (Joseph Smith, and Sidney Rigdon,) I give. 
unto you commandment, that you continuejn the 
ministry, and Presidency, and when youhave finish- 
ed the translation of the prophets, you shall : from: 

presiile over the affairs of the church 


henceforth 
and the school; and from time to time as shall i 
be manifested by the comforter, receive . aur 


yout, in oll pour lives, to, 
charch, and kingdom.” . 

thi'te the word of God 


Sidney Rigdon, beyond ali cavil er dispute the 
called of-God, to preside over his. Churoh, end 


tor, will that the prpores of 


Suppose any number or individuals should do the’ 
same thing will that wae ‘the designs of Jeho- 7 


vah? ‘Verily nay. 


The question for us to deterbAine then, is; ade 


whether the Twelve, the Fifty, orthe Seventy 


have rejected Elder Rigdon, but whether oe 


great God has rejected him. 


‘Happily this question is capable atic of da dig: 

have sent forth the falinéss- of: my’ gospel, 
by the hand of my servant Joseph: and'in Weak. 
ness shave I blessed ° ‘him, and I have ‘given wiito 
him’ the keys of the mystery of those ‘things 
which have been sealed, éven things which Were. 
from the foundation of the, world, and the things 
which shall come, from, ‘this time, until the 


sy solution, by a, ‘thus saith the 


of r my coming; if he abide i in me,. and if Rot, an: 


other will I plant in his 
According to thi declaration. of the Lord, Jor. 


seph Smith wasto stand in the office in, which:he,, 


was then placed, until the coming of the Son of » 


Man, unless be transgressed, when the Lord.de-. 


clares,he would plantenotber ia his stead, again, 


this other was to be appointed by Joseph himself, 


“Ef he shall transgress he shall have;no power 


except te appoint anotoer in; bis stead.” 


Wliere thénis'the man called of God by rev- 
elation, and ordained-by Joseph Smith, as a 


prophet, seer, and: revélator for the ébureh 


Sidney Rigdon; and Sidney Rigdon alone.’ 
The'conclusion is therefote ‘inevitable, that 


either the word of God has’ failed; or Sidiiey 


Rigdon is ‘planted by ‘God himseffln’ the'stead 
of Joseph Smith: Let God be ttué;if'all men 
should be found iars. Why thes Was ‘Sidney 


Rigdon rejected by the"T'welve; eff ‘their 
herents, and an ordér of. things Inititdted’ ‘a at. 


rect violation of the order of Goa? ° 


The answet is plain, becatise” ‘they have 


the: light’ of the spirit of: God, ' and: dre‘involved 


‘in Egyption darkness ‘if the light that fsin-you 


become darkness, how great fethdtdorkness.” © 
other fact which’ affords us a key,’ by*which’ we 


dindry condition of things. © 
There has been taught in the chireh 4t03 


Ht trine,whieh:to a man with the revelations of Gdd 


every vice, and the whole catalogue’: erine 
follows:in its train ’as ‘netarally and ‘necessarily: 
as. water will find its'level, Peay Fallude 
to the apiriteal wife'syetem; 


Keppine md dimvew him 4 revela- 


Jer, lying wes taught to be aut 


Tenow becomes necessary ‘to touch tipon ‘an- 


may ‘unriddle the whole- mystery of this u 


in. his hand may be deemed the most. daring and 
damning that could be imagined to exist amon: 
any: people, because it is the of 
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il 


mon toincileate the idea 
and: establish thé. tenet,; that ander certain cir- 
cumetenees; it wasirather meritorious to lie. Be 
it remembered, that there is no sin, which has 
called forth the signal wrath of Almighty God, 
more fully than the sia of adultery; and there- 
fore the Lord declared he would ‘‘cut off from: Is- 
reel head and tail; branch and rash in one. ~~ 
‘The‘ancient ‘and honorable, (que. Patriarch) he 
is the head; and the eight that teacheth lies, 
he is the tail:' For the leaders of this people cause 
thém to ett,‘and they that are led of them’ are de- 
Stroyedl.” ai Was Joseph: Smith cuf off for trans- 
gression tT answer, ifthe Lord is to be believed 
he was;.for he. expressly promises that if Joseph 
d ia him, he should stand in the office i in 
which he. was placed, until the coming of the Sc 
of Man. If Joseph is not living, and. the Son of 
Man is not come, he must, admitting the word of 
God, be cut off for transgression. — 

- Admitting this fact, we. must conclude, aa ‘a 
transgressed the law of God; the question then 
atises, ‘how did he transgress the law of God? I 
answer, he taught the doctrine that a man could 
have ten wives; the Lord has.declared “thou shalt 
have one wife, and cleavé unto her and none else.” 
Joseph taught that David did not éin in having 
many wives, only ‘in’ the case of Uriah. 

“The Lord declares, Book of Mormon, Book of 
Jacob, 2d chapter, “David'and Solomon traly had 
many wives and concubines, which thing wa® 


_ abominable before me, saith'the Lord.” 


But do these men who have arrogated to them- 


selves the authority, who have at one ‘fell swoop | 


blotted the first presidency. out of existence, daid | 
violent hands on the reins of government, and de- 


God-has planted in the.stead of Joseph Smith—do 
thése men preach and practice the doctrine of po- 
yanag?: ‘They do.. And coupled with Sidney 
Rigdén’ s uncompromising hostility to that doctrine 


gives us the bey Dy: which we can understand the 


church; as the first President of the church; and 
the Twelve invested with plenary powers, ae the 
presidéncy thereof, so far, at Teast, as the voice of 
their adherents could accomplish it; in short, after 
they had cut themselves off from the kingdom o 
God, and-Gidney Rigdon was commended in 
fect to stand aside and let better men take the front 
rank; and this, too, in spite of the uniform doctrine 
of Joseph Smith, that no man can ever * put 
except by transgression. 

Thirdly. “Sidney Rigdon claimed no 
‘and jurisdiction over the Twelve of the ane 
after théy had rejected him? 

Fourthly. “He is charged with seekinig to’ 
vide the church.” What is the evidence adduced to 


snatain this ‘charge? Orson Hyde says, “oné’ of 
Mr. Rigdon’s" party said his brother so and 963 
and his brothér told Orson Hyde so and so.”"— 
Brethren; jis not such a course of procedure enough 
to rouse the indignation of every honest man! Do 
these men really think the a of Jesus 
Christ are alla ‘phantom. 

‘Sidney Rigdon never sought 
gle person, it was to those only who sought his 
courisel and instruction to whom he revealed the 
purposes of God. He manifested no anxiety és 
to the result. He knew the gteat 
tain him, and bear him off victertorisly.' 
-Fifthly: Sidney Rigdon deetared: shell: ‘fel 
it my duty to publish the transactions‘ of the: se- 
crét chambers, and 9 faithful history of the: works 
of darkness.” Oh here lies, the gist of the while 
matter; treason to the cause of spiritualwife-iam, 
to that accursed doctrine ‘which makes a man’s 


| glory depend upon the namber of his wives; which 


he raised, my pen shall be wielded, in defence of : 


which. they reject Rigdon. First, because he 
claims ‘to hold keysand authority above any man 
or set of men in this} church, even the Twelve; a 


sting the. Twebed Mark this: was after he bed afresh. 


been rejected by the Twelve majority’ of the 


‘disposition directly.’ or indirectly to injuse the hair 
of the head of a living being; we are too firm. be- 
lievers in the principle, the seme measure-which 
you meet: to others, the same measure; sball be 
measured to you again, and have moredver had toe 
strong:a demonstration ‘of the truth ‘of that saying 
of out Seviour, its 


\ 
| he pure principles of eternal life: and in oppost- 
on to the demoralizing, degrading aad damning; 
lead thent to set at complete . | But Sidney Rigdon and his friends are charg- 
with an inteation to bring a mob upan Nauvoo» 
if eles i we i CATA NOT var 
grave charge ae) ne - men who 
are determined to disregard the callings and ordi- , 
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the dominant party in Nauvoo, we do sey they 
ave. carried their measures by mob.law, they, have. 
mot regarded the statutes of heaven, they have 
essayed to cut off from the church multitudes, to 
whom they. would grant no opportunity of trial 
and defence, they have trampled unffler foot the 
free expression of opinion and the laws ofthe land, 
and_are, therefore, if any acts can define them, both 
In view of all these abominations, you may 


ready to ask, is not your confidence lessened in the || , 


truth of the work of God of the last days in the 
Bible, Book of Mormon, and Book of Covenants? 
Not in the least; I know these things for myself, 
and that the purposes of the Almighty, as foretold by 


‘soarce to: which we can safely go for in- 
formation in relation to it, ér any part-ot 
it. - It is then, of the first importance, 
that we let the inspired writers give their 
own account of the matter, from: first to 
last; and all that is left for us, is to judge 
for ourselves, whether, in the course of 
human events, we have adhered ‘closely 
to its doctrines and precepts, or whether 
we have departed from them... si. 
The sacred writers.claim for it the on- 
ly power tosave men. All other schemes, 
it matters not how specious or how fas. 
cinating, are in the matters of salvation 
unavailing, and havé no power. unto sal- 
vation. Salvation comes alone by the 


the Prophets, the Savior and the Apostles, will 
all be fulfilled, and I have this additional testimony, 
having been eye and ear witness to the truth of a 
chain of prophecies, from Isaiah to John the Rev 
elator, regarding the work of God of the last 
I, therefore, in the name of my Lord.and master, 
Jesus Christ, whose unworthy servant I am, call 
upon all those, who love him in sincerity and 
truth, and who are willing to exhibit their love. in 
the only way by which it can be known, that is, 
by. keeping his commandments; to give heed to 
that. servant whom the Lord has planted in the 
stead of: Joseph Smith, and turn away from those 
who teach and practice doctrines contrary to the 
law and the holy commandments delivered unto 
- Your brother in the new and everlasting cove- 
nant. 
The Gospel. as ‘proclaimed. by the 
Apostles with the attendant circumstan- 
ces.——The gospel comes to the world, not 
‘ only in its origin, but in all its parts, as 
the scheme of heaven, and all its advo- 
cates claim for it the right.of Divine au- 
thority; from its first promulgators 
through all ‘successive ages to the pre- 
sent. All believers in it disclaim all 
t of interference with it, other than 
believe and obey it. No right to alter 
or aménd, add or diminish and all at- 
tempts ‘of the’ kind are received. with ab- 
horrence ‘by all believers of every sect 
whatever, let the facts of the case be as 


of all, we have to do entirely with reve- 
lation whatever is written on the subject, 


by the consent of inspiration, is the only blessing promised. 


gospel, and by ‘nothing else. He who 


oes not embrace it must be damned; let | 


his character be what itmay, from'a de- 
vout Cornelius to a persecuting Cesar; 
for “he that believeth not shall be dam- 
ned,” are the words of its divine author 
himself, after he had risen from the dead, 
and claimed all power ‘in heaven and 
on earth. Not only was it. heaven’s-plan 
for saving individuals, but it was the only 
means by which the world could be saved 
from destruction; for the divine author 
said, after his ascension, he would come 
again “in flaming fire, taking vengeance 
on them that know net God, and obe 

not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.’ 
2d Thessalonians, Ist chapter and 8th 
verse. God has therefore ordained the 
gospel as the way of atceptance with, 
and: the ‘rule of obedience'to Jesus Christ; 
without receiving its doctrines, and obey- 


ing its precepts, no acceptance with, no — 


reverence to Christ is acknowledged. 
‘The mandate which has gone forth from 
of old to the kings and judges of the 
earth, is to be wise and to be instrueted, 
and to serve the Lord with fear, and re- 
joice with trembling.. To kiss the Son 
lest he be angry, 
way, when his wrath is but a little kindled. 
And he says, “Blessed. are all they [the 
kings and judges] that put their trust 
in him.” 2d Psalm, 10,11, 12, verses, 
If the kings and judges of the earth are 
ever blessed it must be by obeying Jesis 
Christ, and if they ever obey him; they 


must do it by receiving the gospel, ‘and 


obeying all its precepts, for without 
if we credit the plain declarations of 


of scripture, there is no | on-the 
part of heaven acknowledged, .and. no 


you perish from the 
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But for.a fuller and clearer light .on the 
subject, let us: attend to what the promul- 
gators of the gospel have said, themselves, 
in the books of inspiration. - We will be- 
in with the Savior. His last words be- 
fore his ascension, to his disciples, as re- 
corded by Mark, in the 16th chapter of 
his narrative or gospel, as.it is called, 15, 
16, 17, and 18th verses. read thus, “And 
he said unto them, go ye' into all. the 


received, let him beaceursed. This lan 
guage cannot be ntistaken; it is definite 
ag well ag authoritative. A curse is pro- 
nounced upon any man, who will venture 
to preach any other gospel than that 
which the Galatians had received;. and 


an. angel from heaven, if he dare ont 


sume to preach any other » than 
that which Panl had an had a 
curse given for a departure from it— 


world, and preach. my gospel to every||even the smallest. The.result would be 
ereature. He that believeth and 1s bap-|| that whoever ventured to do it would be 


tised.shall be saved, and he that believeth 
not’shall be damned; and these signs shall 
follow them that believe, in my name 
shall they castout devils; they shall speak 
with new tongues; — shall take’ up 
serpents, and if ‘they drink any deadly 
— it shall ‘not hurt. them ; .they 
shall jay hands on the sick, and they shall 
recover.”” The following things are to 
be noted, particularly, in the above say- 
ings. First, they were to go. into all: the 
world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature. ‘They were not only to go in- 
to all: the world, but to preach the gospel 
to every creature in all the worlds no ex- 
ception here made for any human being 
in all the world.. Second, he that beliey- 
eth and is baptised shall be saved. That 
is, every creature in all the world that be- 
lieveth and is baptised shall be saved. 


Third, he that believeth not shall be dam- || 


ned. The same as to say : that evers 
creature in all the world that did not 
believe should be damned. No allow- 
ance is here made for any man’s right- 
eousness. A praying-conclave as well 
as a murdering high priest, must equally 
believe, andequally obey. > 

The same sentiments ate maintained 
by all those who were commissioned by 


him, to bear his message to the human/|| he 


family. Paul says of the gospel he 
preached, “For I certify. you, brethren, 
that the gospel which was preached by 


me is not after man; for I neither received | 


it of man, neither was I taught it, but by 
revelation of Jesus Christ,” Galatians, 
Ist chapter, 11, and 12th verses. And 
in the preceding part of the same chap- 
ter, Sth and 9th verses, “But though we 
oran angel from heaven preach any other 
-you, than that. which we 


sed, As. we said before, so we say 
again; If any man preach any other'gos- 


cursed, instead of saving themselves and 
others, and that for the surest of all rea- 
sons, because the preacher of this gospel . 
had obtained it by revelation of Jesus 

This same apostle in addressing, Tim- 
othy, whom ke calls his son in the gos- 
pel, uses language of similar import. Ist 
Timothy, 4th chapter, 14,:15, and 16th 
verses, he says, “Neglect not the gift that 
is in thee, which was giventhee by proph- 
ecy, with, the. laying on of the hands of 


cision was 
pe! of the ci 


the presbytery. Meditate upon. these | 
things, give thyself wholly to them, that | 

thy profiting,may appear to all. . Take 

heed unto thyself, he the doctrine; con- 
tinue.in them, for in doing. this, thou shalt 
save both thyself and, them. that hear : 

| thee.”? ‘Timothy is here admonished to 
take heed, to himself and also to the:doc- ; 
trine, for in so doing he. would save him- 
self as well as those that heard him. For : 
though ‘Pimothy hedigie of the spirit be- | 
stowed on him, which,had been prophe- 
sied of him, and confirmed by the laying . 
on of the hands of the presbytery. Still, i 
his own salvation depeuded on his taking 
heed to the doctrine as much as the salvi- ; 
tion of those who heard him. No salva- 

tion to him nor others, only by a strict ad- 
rence to the doctrine of Jesus Christ, if : 

he perverted it, instead of salvation a 
curse. All his former ceas- 
ed to he counted to him for righteonsness. 2 
|: We learn. from -what this same Paul 

says to the Galatians that he preached 

the sime gospel that was preached by the 
apostle Pejer. Galatians, 2d chapter, 8th bg 

and 9th verses. “But contrariwise, when 

they saw. that the gospel of the uncircum- 

mmitted to*me,. as the gos- 

rcumcision was to Peter, (fot 

ught effectually in Peter to 
the apostleship of the circumcision, the 
prighty in me toward 
el unte yeu than. & sh. you have «) In consequence he (Paal) ved 


it 


par ‘SAINTS. 


hond: of felidwahip that 
should go to the gentiles. | 
“The circumstances under which? the 
was proclaimed, were very pecu- 
iar. ‘Fhe Jews, to whom it was at first 
proclaimed, were in the preatest igno- 
Yance of it; they did not know that there 
was any Holy Ghost, see Acts of the 
Apostles, 19th chapter, 2d verse. Though 
the Jews here spoken of, dwelt at Eph: 
ésus, it may be fairly inferred that this 
was the condition of ‘all the Jéws at the 
time the gospel was preached to them by 
Peter. They did not’ know:that there 
was any Holy Ghost. That is, they did 
not know ‘hat there was any Holy Ghost 
given in those days, they doubtless knew 
that’ thé Holy Ghost had formerly in- 
spired their prophets, both to reveal: the 
things of God as well as to work mira 


tles, but it‘had Iong‘since ceased’ and 


they knew not now that pte ‘was any 


thing: given. 


| There f had many centuries passed away 
that there were ‘i true prophets in Isra- 
el, some six Hundred years since tha woice 
of a true prophet had been-heard in the 
once favored land of the Lord. Duiiag | 
this poe F reign of ‘silence, the Jews had 
shipwretk of the order of heaven 
among them by ‘the special 


‘fevelation of heaven, and had departed so 


fat from the living God, ‘at the time the 
géspel was proclaimed by the apostles, 
as not to know thatthe Holy Ghost was 
given or to begivenany more. 
—It.was during this Ion od the 
absence .of the: voice of: Senet amo 
them, that they so corrupted their way, 
and had gunk into such ‘ignorance, as n t 
te understand the voice of the prophets, 
hig was, read every sabbath day in 


synagogues. In consequence of 
Israel became completel 


the Lord when they heard it. When 
let wag sent. they rejected 

bin, sa en their Méssiah came, they 
him, away with him, away with 

him, it is not meet that sucha fellow 


should live, was their cry. Not that they |; 


did not believe in the ingore J of a Mes- 

siah, this. the believed 

heart; but this Jesus ‘was not he: peter 

of the spirit, of i inspiration, which had. 

to 


is 
ded. ‘They did not know the | turn to the world. 


all their 


sould ved doa but Jt understand 


“Phere*was ‘to. be: a. Messiah, "but they 
Leould-not tell when he came; they: could 
not distinguish him ‘from impostor, 
and why ‘this darkness? Because’ the 
spirit of revelation had departed from 
them. They had eyes, but eould «not 
se6, ears but could not hear, hearts:but 
could not understand; and’why ? Beeause 


the: spirit of inspiration had: departed 


from them. They groped for the wall, 
as if they had no eyes.. Isaiah 59th. chap- 
ter; 10th verse. ‘Why happened all this 
blindness to lerael? Because the spirit of 
revelation had departed. ‘They went back, 
they stumbled, they fell, ‘becanse there‘was 
no vision: thé prophets were no more.the 
the voice of inspiration, they would’ not 
hear. Their talk wasimade asnare and a 
trap unto them, and they finally fell, and 
were scattered, and remain so to this day, 
and will remain so ‘until they shall say, 
blessed is he that cometh in: the name of 
the ‘Lord.’”? No art of man can redeem 
them, no human power can-raise them up 
the voice of a:prophet, the language of in- 
spiration alone, can bring them back, or 
else they lay forever. 

Had they.not rejected the prophets; and 


‘said, we have’ revelation euough, they 


would have been in glory to this,days but 
instead of this; they are as a wild bull in 
a net, not knowing that. there is any Holy 
Ghost given, believing that the day of rev 
elation is, over, forever over.. 

The blindness, which: had, happened. to 


| Tsraet, and the cause of that, blindness, is so 


clearly. forth ‘that all who read may see 
and understand. it. Such was their 


Ng || dition when. the. gospel. was first prea 


unto them, and the apostles well knew. that 
nothing but’ thé proclamation which. they 
made could remove their blindness, or en- 
lighten the gentiles; for through that alone, 
the spirit of revelation would or could re- 


; 


Gentiles, frit! went fot 


to preach the spel. All the Hight and 
gos 


‘Knowled was ‘in the wo 
Jewish seript 8o called; Old 
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true knowledge of God. Paul says of 
them, in his day, that they were sa pul 
7 from the commonwealth of Israel, and Mee, 
i strangers to the covenants’ of promise, hav- poe 
ng no hope, and without God in the world. tit 
il Ephesians, 2d chapter, 12th verse. 
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and ignorance. No | 


lighten the Gentiles. ° 


had sent’ unto them, by/t 
which their leaders had Become y pocrites, 

blind ledders of the blind; but notwithistand- 

ing this, they were the ‘only ty. peo le Pip 

had any knowledge of the’ true’ Go 

the means of knowing him; bat the tig 

in thém, in’ eonsequence of refusing 
have ‘any more ‘iispired men‘ athong’ their, 

had aneatly become darkness. 
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Our advices from Nauvoo, are 40 of 
tober. Brigham. Young, one of the Twelve, had, 
at a meeting at -Ramus, in Hancock county, dis- 
coursed thug; in a’ public ‘address: “That there, 
were a multitude of spirits, innumerable, who.were 
flocking about the hoases of ‘ilk fante, seeking for 
bodies, although they: were illegally obtained, yet 
they: Were anxious to get them in amy way; but’ 
God has devised a plan by which they can now ob- 
taifr in a légal way, without disgrace. Tm- 
portant information, surely. “Since the delivery of 
the*above: message,’ ‘the gentleman and co. 
worker; Heber Kimball,have been dbsent, no 
reason ascigned: they have ‘gone probably the 
places where their Business demands. 

We, hare seen. aiNo, of ip. Prophet, published. 
in N. York City, containing a letter over ‘he 
f Wilford Woodrpff, de¢larin 

while we were mere at Naw, 


voo ‘in’ Sept;, we threaned to bring. mob on'the | 


place, This i ing fabrication without the, least foune 


tto correct the 
errors ‘of the Jaws: and no teacher to en- 
The Jews had kil- 
led the prophets, ‘and those ‘whom | 
son of 


with their God-hey have It ishe 
| whom they have offended, and ‘it is he-who will 
dispose with them by such means ‘as he thinks 
proper. ‘Does the great God need falsehoods w 
aid ‘Him it accomplishing any of his purposes.’ 
“He is riot man’ that he could lie, ag srs son of’ 
man ‘that he could’ répen' “pot 
shérda of the earth strive with their They. 
}| will fAd these efforts of desperation only make 
their case more desperate. 

Know, reader, that He who rules in the heavens, 
has declared the fate of Nauvoo; and all shall. see. 


his. hand.on Navvoo for destruction, and mot for 


salvation: for Nauvoo, on.account ofthe iniquities 
of her people, will be.desolated; The saints there | 
|| have polluted their inheritances, and God will: 


{}them down, and make them an: ensample to: ell 


those who come after them; and all 88 efforts: ni 
man to'the' contrary not ler. 
| It is not our intention, i the future’ of 
our paper, to’ devote very little’ of them to thesef’ 
| local’ matters, but to a very different the’ 
| setting 1 forth of ‘the. doctrines of the revelations of 
heayen. We will leave Nauvoo, | anc those of her 
inhabitants -who have corrupted their way ‘befere 
ir the. Lord, to their fate; assuring them | Tthat, an” 
overthrow awaits them, and, no can. 
save them. 

The ignorant at: Nauvoo are. busily, 


| engeged, up to the last dates, in spinning. put the 
history. of their own. ignorance and shame, ,in an 
unceasing effort to.do something tp hide theirse- 
eret doctrine-frinp, the public. gaze. Do. they think’. 
such fooling will:any longér, bide, from the ‘world, 
their system of polygamy ? If they! do ahey will 
find .theit mistake ~ 

When these creatures: begin-to~spin out 
| shame, they, always spimout dong-yarm, asthey, 


| always have a large:stock.of the raw material on 
hand, and it only. requires a little mereRelene 


=e 


dation, ip, tenths, We. never said so, nor, theeghs. 
of. gaying: indeed we knew. too’ anuch about 


the light in whieh: the Gdd-of Heaven 


voo‘and the ithereéf,to any disposition : 
to- bring on. ‘then any grater. that de- 
crééd iby the great: Do"these-men dink, dy: 
publishing; falsehoods..againe} us.or any others, 
that they “avert the judgment: of God?’ if: 

wilt find that‘ God: ig notte be this 
tried with, ‘These efforts, of de 


avail them nothing... ‘They have rifled. Je | 


hogah; -they have setiat naught his. revealed: will, 
they heave: done: despite to the ‘spitit df Grace; 


to prepare it for public use. . 

‘As to what they gay. of we con say 
to. them as ‘Sterne said, to. the Jackass, will 
have no quarrel with any of your We. 
have, and always, shall consider it an be; 
opposed by men.who know, that theiz.owm saczaf; 

works of; darkgesd are - -such as noel conceal 
4 


‘We ut ths friend’ of truth 
termination t sustain thé order of in ‘te 


und:do they think, ‘that by: pablishing falsehoods || organizatidh ahd tq make parposes 
if hey thee hteo. ‘Vain men, let them knew’ per to any Dut subscribergy, | 
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